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Introduction to this special PSEC issue
of Primary Science

Cutting-edge science in primary schools:
support for classroom practitioners and
the development of teacher guides

PSTT Fellows with backgrounds in science research describe a new PSTT
project: introducing resources to support primary teachers and children to
engage with cutting-edge science research

Developing talk in the primary science classroom

Jo Moore writes about how talk is encouraged and used to support
learning and teaching

The Premier League Primary Stars
Primary Science Project

Linking football, space and working scientifically...Sarah Eames shows
you how!

See Through Science

Alex Farrer and Paul Tyler developed and wrote ‘See Through Science'
to encourage use of photographic images to inspire and engage children to
ask scientific questions

Old Ways, New Ways: Coming together to learn

Jason Barrow and Caroline Bishop describe an approach that was
designed to bring together traditional and contemporary science expertise
and approaches in Western Australia

Ocean literacy: Using the context of the
ocean to teach science

Many children are already passionate about environmental issues
surrounding the ocean, so Caroline Riggs describes how this makes it the
perfect context to teach other science and maths topics in the curriculum

Practical Pick and Mix

Debbie Jones, PSTT Fellow and Area Mentor, shares some tried and
tested practical approaches to recycling single use plastics

The Polar Explorer Cookbook - bringing
real-world science into the classroom

Bryony Turford, Helen Spring and Beckie King show how ‘The Polar
Explorer Cookbook' can support teaching and learning in primary science

Magnificent moths!

Clarysly Deller describes creative ways of teaching evolution by natural
selection using moth proboscis length

Stop Watch

Robin James describes how peer assessment can be promoted with short,
self-made films

Big books or little books

Alison Trew and Caroline Skerry outline using floorbooks in science
to develop children's ideas, thinking and reasoning skills, to model the
collaborative nature of science and to support effective teacher assessment

What's in My Tray?
Katherine Forsey outlines how simple and effective What's in My Tray
activities can engage and enthuse children with primary science
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Focus on...
PSEC special issue

On June 6th 2019, | caught a train from my

local station to head to Edinburgh to the PSEC
Conference. 11 hours after leaving Leeds, |
stepped back on the platform of my local station,
both extremely disappointed and really motivated.
| was disappointed because | had travelled for
approximately 8 hours of the day, walked across a
sunny Edinburgh and spent a mere hour and a half
at what was obviously a very exciting, engaging
and vibrant conference. | was disappointed to
leave, not to have had more time to share the
wealth of primary science experience that was
there, and not to have had more of the good
things that were on offer. However, my motivation
was piqued from a personal perspective, as this
snippet of conference attendance resulted in my
doctoral work being shared by more people in a
few days than since its completion.

The Primary Science Education Conference (PSEC),
held every two years and run by the Primary
Science Teaching Trust (PSTT), is a wonderful
event, offering an inspirational and hugely
worthwhile experience to hundreds of primary
science practitioners.

This special issue of Primary Science allows those
of you who couldn't make it, and those who
missed sessions to attend an alternative one, to
read about the work that teachers have been
doing. Their conference proceedings are shared
here and cover a range of topics and ideas -

all easily accessible and do-able for you in the
classroom. A lesson learned for all of us in this...
get to the next conference for as long as possible!
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