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I have had the pleasure of being 
involved with the Great Science 
Share for Schools since 2017 and 
recognise the value of its growth 
each year. With each new launch, 
more and more schools and 
individuals become involved. 2020 
was an exceptional year – for many 
reasons! The GSSfS was forced 
to respond and adapt, like many 
others, in order to survive. What 
we introduce in this special issue 
are some of those adaptations 
and how the GSSfS maintained its 
success despite the challenges.

There are also journeys within 
this issue, which highlight the 
commitment to the GSSfS over 
the years from individual teachers 
to the world’s largest chemical 
company – and a lot in between! 
The GSSfS not only provides a 
hook for learners to be further 
engaged with science but, more 
importantly, is underpinned by 
sound educational foundations. It is 
not about a ‘wow’ – it is about so 
much more. It inspires, it promotes 
science and it moves those involved 
from engaged to invested… we see 
learners bothered about what they 
are doing. 

Read these accounts and, if you 
are already involved, consider 
how you can support others in 
taking part. If this is new to you, 
then have the confidence to take 
that step and be part of the 2021 
GSSfS! 

5. Welcome to the GSSfS Special Issue
 Dr. Lynne Bianchi invites you to stop and think about what makes the Great Science 
Share for Schools great!

6. GSSfS and the world around us! 
Neil McAllister reflects on the power of a whole school community approach to 
science sharing. 

9. Cooking up a storm
With a kitchen for a classroom, Gemma Davis explains how child-centred learning has 
uncovered a love of science.

12. But what if the schools don’t come?
Liz Lawrence and Kulvinder Johal reflect on bringing scientists and artists together to 
collaborate and share as part of the GSSfS campaign.

15. Building bridges with the GSSfS
Angharad Pass and James Dunn explain how a collaboration on a virtual GSSfS 
encouraged authentic primary to secondary transition.

18. Sharing our passion for science
Dr. Julia Maclachlan and Dr. Geoff Mackey explore how BASF is inspiring the next 
generation of young scientists through the Great Science Share for Schools.

21. Two Greats are better than one!
James Hickman reflects on the impact of two Great Ormond Street and University 
College Hospitals’ Great Science Shares embracing the challenge of an ever-changing 
cohort of pupils.

24. Great Science Share takes to the air!
 Hayley Sherrard and Joanne Jarvie review the GSSfS Cook-along that has enabled 
children to share science far and wide.

27. Opening a can of worms!
Jayne Quoiani and Nicola Stock explain how the Great Science Share for Schools 
encouraged children to get hands-on with contemporary scientific research in Scotland.

30. An international Great Science Share for Schools 
experience in Nepal
Helen Woodward shares her insights into linking The Derby High School in Bury to the 
remote Himalayan mid-hills in Nepal.

33. From buds into blossoms – the stories of GSSfS growth in 
the West Midlands and Scotland
Kate Redhead in the West Midlands and Paul Tyler in Glasgow share their GSSfS 
journeys over the last four years.

36. So what’s GREAT about being an engineer?
Sarah Longshaw and Charlotte Smailes discuss how an ENTHUSE Partnership (a cross-
phase collaboration between schools and industry) engaged pupils in a Great Science 
Share promoting careers in engineering.

38. A community affair – the Bridlington way!
 Lynne Bianchi talks to Kate Sutton about how she inspired a Bridlington primary 
science community through involvement in the Great Science Share for Schools 
(GSSfS).

41. Great Science Sharing – a home school story!
 Martin Hollins, retired science teacher, has supported children to share their science as 
part of their home school in Surrey!

43. Bring a parent to school the GSSfS way!
Claire Davies reflects on how her school’s involvement in the Great Science Share for 
Schools (GSSfS) and Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM) turned the tables on sci-
ence at Kingswood Parks Primary School.
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